Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/23 : CIA-RDP91 -00561 R0001 00080003-0 


STAT 

I 


'ARTICLE 'APPEARED. 


WALL STREET JOURNAL 
1 DECEMBER 1978 


• - Reading the Leaks — ; 


You can tell a tot about an adininis* 
tration by which news story becomes 
a “leak.” The observation springs to 
mind from two of the past week's 
news , stories, about .. the MIG-23s in 
Cuba and the CIA La Iran..:;:-’..- s 


judge- for themselves their relevance. 
In our view, the episode is exceedingly) 
relevant to the kind of pledges we are} 
likely to receive regarding Soviet usei 
of their Backfire bomber, which -is notj 
counted in SALT though it* can. fly; 


Last Sunday ‘James Reston ^pm-the Soviet Union over- the U.S.1 

ported the adininis tradon's reaction land; ia.Cuba;^ 5 :i;rv ; . rl- . j 
the news stories that' tire MIGsbeing;'^-V; Meanwhile/ i'h'Washington fPcst 
sent to Cuba are ^und-attackpIanea.^stoiyvbyjDon. Oberdorfer- carrier the. 
that can carry miclear weapons, in viT.^ .headlinev';'‘U.S. Makes Contacts^ With 
olatioiL of 1962 Soviec.pled"ge3> not to/;/ Shah’s ■ Foes.” It : describes.; ^‘sub- 
bas^ffenri^'nucleariweapons-.thaie!^' stanttaFand continuing contacts! with 
The atfeais tration ; has known about } opponents to the Shah in recent weeks, 
the MIGs fn^year,; he reported, and //‘‘coming after years of minimal con- 
officials- sug^sfMhat ; this somehow flections.” Iii short, this leak describes 

tnakes. them- OHUj^fiManuedr^ ^^’F? what our intelligence agents are- curr 

“What ^yibl^tfedministre.^:; 

tiort, however, is that thaopp^entsof.^ !? t0 

- '".v policy of supporting the Shah. It tends 



paganda" CU' Agent sat in od the 

treaty 

Ih‘ After* livqrds^theT administra-/^ y. This? especiaky'WeStnictiYe* leak 
tion s pro blent is. not Ad th the: Soviet ^ ;, carries all tha- earmarfe%of -fihreau*J 
Union sending MlGs to Cuba, but with cratic infighting! since it comes Ln'the’i 
tlie American people learning that it - .context of badly mistaken CIA esti-' 
has done so. The administration would ’ mates of strength of the Shah’s opposi* 
appear to have concluded .-that, the -tion. Perhaps the. leak is intended to 
MIGs are not relevant : to- the 1962 j,'. show that the CIA is shaping itself up; . 
pledge or to SALT. The President IndlAV; or perhaps it's- intended , to show that 
. cated in his press- conference yesterf T tha President is. cracking the whip to 
day that it is relying on Soviet prom.-'j^. correct the deficiency. Either way, it’s 
. ises not to. ship nuclear weapons- fOr^a smalLmotive for.. the cost-involved, 
the planes, butit ts-most doubtful ttafc^aiwe haVer'n»-way« hHidw whether 
V we can verify whether this. has or will?*! the administration. isrwonyihg about 
'.be done. In. all. probability the memo.^ the CU-Iran leak tft^wayMrrReston 
was leaked by someone- disturbedl abgvMescribed it worrying about the MIG- ! 
this- decision.** Yet now that" the- facts Cuba leak. We hope it,is, but without 
’ are out, the people and the Senate cari/l£much. expetfattonJi^^^^L-^i^' 
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